
Board of Public Health Meeting

Tuesday, August 8, 2017



Call to Order

Cynthia Mercer, MD

Chair



Roll Call 

Robert Harshman, MD 

Secretary 



Approval/Adoption of Minutes

Robert Harshman, MD 

Secretary 



Commissionerõs Update

J. Patrick OôNeal, MD 

Commissioner, DPH



Opioid Misuse, Inappropriate, Prescribing and
Overdose Program

Lawrence Bryant, Ph.D., MPH, BSW, RRT

Opioid Program Manager, DPH



GDPH Opioid Project

ÅOpioid and Prescription Drug Misuse and 

Overdose Project, Data Driven Initiative .   

ÅA 3 year CDC funded cooperative agreement

ÅProject started March 2017



Project Goals

ÅGoal 1: To track and understand the 

behavior of the epidemic

ÅGoal 2: To work with communities and 

partners to develop and implement a 

multi -sector prevention plan 



Objectives

ÅObjective 1 : To establish a strong multi-sector 
Steering Committee committed to providing 
project oversite and input 

ÅObjective 2: Gather data to identify Opioid  
hotspots throughout Georgia

ÅObjective 3 : Develop a statewide strategic plan 
for responding to the Opioid and Prescription 
Drug Overdose epidemic 



DPH, Opioid and Prescription Drug Overdose Strategic Map



Strategic Plan Outline 

ÅNational Governors Association 

Recommendations

ÅDepartment of Behavioral Health and 

Developmental Disabilities Recommendations

ÅPartner Work Group  

Recommendations/Implementation

ÅIncorporating other Strategic Plans 

ÅContinued Action



Strategic Plans Completed by December


